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PUBLIC HEALTH REPORTS. 



UNITED STATES. 

Measures of inspection and disinfection prescribed by Oiiban Govern- 
ment for vessels from certain Mexican ports. 

The following has been received by the Bureau from Dr. Souchon, 
president of the Louisiana State board of health. The facts were 
obtained by him during his recent visit to Habana for the purpose of 
ascertaining what regulations the Cuban authorities were enforcing 
relative to yellow-fever ports: 

The Cuban Government has resident medical inspectors at Progreso, 
Vera Cruz, and Tampico. 

They issue certificates of immunity to passengers who prove that 
they have had yellow fever or that they have resided ten years in an 
endemic focus of yellow fever. 

The}' will burn pyrethrum powder in the holds of vessels at the 
ports of departure. 

They place a guard on board of. vessels which anchor away from the 
wharf, to prevent anyone from going ashore except the captain or 
anyone from going aboard except the laborers. 

There is no line of vessels coming from Mexican ports which have 
Habana as a final port of destination. They are all in transit to some- 
where else except the cattle vessels, which go back within twenty -four 
hours. 

All the regulations are based on the mosquito principle, and no atten- 
tion whatever is paid to fomites on the vessels or at the yellow-fever 
hospital. 

Considering the transient vessels which onh T touch at Habana, the 
following are the regulations governing them: 

Vessels which have anchored awa} r from the wharf and which have 
no passengers upon arriving at Habana are not disinfected, but a guard 
is placed on board until they are ready to proceed to New York, etc. 

If such transient vessels carry passengers, those having certificates 
of immunity are set free at once. Those which have no such certifi- 
cates are detained at Triscornia. Their detention begins from the day 
of departure. 

Transient vessels which have come to the wharf at the Mexican ports 
or have had communication with any other suspected or infected craft 
are considered infected. If they have no passengers, they are not dis- 
infected, but a guard is placed on board until she leaves for New 
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York, etc. If they have passengers, the immunes are set free. The 
nonimmunes are detained at Triscornia for five days, the detention 
beginning from the day of arrival at Habana. 

When a transient vessel arrives at Habana with a case of yellow 
fever on board, the case is taken directly to Las Animas Hospital. 
The immune passengers are set free; the nonimmunes are taken to 
Triscornia station for five days; the vessel is disinfected for mos- 
quitoes with formalin or sulphur; a guard is placed on board until 
the vessel is ready to go to New York, etc. 

Should a staying noninfected vessel come to Habana, the passengers 
are treated as above; thecreware keptaboard; the vessel is disinfected. 
She is not detained if five days in transit, but is detained if less than 
five days. A guard is placed on board. 

Should a staying infected vessel come to Habana, the immunes are 
set free; the nonimmunes are sent to Triscornia; the case is sent to 
Las Animas direct; the crew is kept five days on board; the vessel is 
disinfected; she is detained five days in the bay from the completion 
of the disinfection. In short, immunes are never detained under any 
circumstances, even those coming on actually infected vessels. 

Nonimmunes from all kinds of vessels are sent to the detention 
station of Triscornia, where they are detained five days, except those 
who have come on a vessel which has anchored in the harbor at the 
port of departure. 

When a case of yellow fever is found on board it is sent direct to 
Las Animas Hospital. 

No transient vessel is disinfected unless it has had a case of yellow 
fever on board. 

Triscornia is an observation station across the bay, to which are sent 
nonimmune passengers from vessels from infected ports. Immigrants 
are sent there until they find employment in the city or on the island. 

Mariel is a quarantine-detention station situated on the coast about 
20 miles from Habana. All passengers are sent there from vessels 
arriving with a case of smallpox or contagious disease other than 
yellow fever. 

The United States Public Health Service requires that all baggage 
for Florida be sent to the wharf several hours before the departure of 
the vessel, that it may be inspected by the resident surgeon, Dr. 
Trotter. A notice in the Habana Post informs passengers of this 
requirement. All baggage which he thinks requires disinfection is 
disinfected by him in the steam chamber. 



